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expedition up the Nile, there was possibly another side
to that. . . . Tenderly and constantly she embraced her
grandchildren: Nicky was all amiability and affection,
Alicky was darling and sweet and simple, and dear baby
Olga was a beautiful big child. They had drives, and
teas in bothies, and large family parties, and a cinemato-
graph record was taken of the matriarch in her bath-
chair with the clan of children and grandchildren moving
about the terrace; commemorative trees were planted,
and the two Sovereigns had cosy talks together. Never
had a reigning monarch made so long and intimate a visit
to the Queen; but when it came to business, to ascertain-
ing what the Tsar really thought about the causes of
international dissensions, and how he was prepared to
act, she could get nothing out of him. She spoke of the
possibility of deposing the Sultan, but Nicky would say no
more than that he thought it would be a risky business.
She asked him whether this ' apparent great friendship '
between Russia and France was a defensive move against
the Triple Alliance, and he assented: Russia and France
both felt themselves isolated. She spoke of his coming
visit to Paris, wanting to get at his political attitude
towards the French, but had no better luck. He ' did
not relish the French '; he was much shocked at their
irreligious spirit, he intended to visit Notre-Dame as soon
as he got to Paris and give an interview to the Archbishop.
That was all very proper; the Prince Consort had just the
same feeling about the French, but it had no relevance to
what she wanted to know. He would not talk about the
Sudanese expedition, c but seemed to have no objec-
tion,' and * he seemed to regret William's injudicious
policy and Germany's inimicality' towards England.
His affectionate gentleness, his drifting instability, as